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Sins of secrecy 

■ A Watkins Glen man, deeply ■ The priest who molested him, 
scarred by abuses that happened shuffled around his former 
in 1966 , confronts his memories, diocese, struggles with his past. 


By JENNIFER KINGSLEY 

Star-Gazette 

ikingstoyQstargantte. com 


I t was August 1992 and 
John Hayes was sitting 
with friends in a small 
cafe in Saratoga 
As a priest walked by their 
table. Hayes blurted out, 
"Priests molest children." 

His friends were horrified. 
Hayes himself was shocked: 
“I didn’t know where that 
came from or why," he said. 

Hayes, who had already 
been in therapy for a few 
years, told his therapist 
about the incident and then 
dismissed it. 

But a few months later, in 
N. ivember, Hayes picked up a 
book written by Jason Berry, 
"Lead Us Not Into Tempta 
tian: Catholic Priests and 
Sexual Abuse cf Children.’ It 
brought back memories hid¬ 
den deep in his childhood in 
Watkins Glen about being 
sexually abused by a Catholic 
priest 

“I could relate to every¬ 
thing in that book.” Hayes 
said. 

He said feelings of nausea 
and anxiety swept over him. 
In a panic, he called his thera¬ 
pist. 

"My therapist told me the 
feeling I experienced that day 
is what I felt then." Hayes 
said. 

Hayes. 45. now assistant 
district attorney in Schuyler 
County, also sought a legal 
remedy to the acts committed 
against him as a child. 

In 1993 he filed a complaint 
and eventually settled out of 



court for $70,000. The Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Rochester 
and the farmer priest who has 
admitted to abusing Hayes 
paid the bill. In the past several 
months, similar incidents of 
abuse have come to light 
nationwide, and so have alle¬ 
gations that the Catholic 
Church knew it had problem 


priests and quietly moved 
them from parish to parish 
Although Hayes' settle¬ 
ment with the diocese 
included a stipulation that he 
not comment publicly about 
the abuse or the settlement, 
he said he decided to do so 
anyway as part of his healing 


process. 

Hayes is angry because he 
feels the Catholic Church has 
gone for decades "acting with 
callous indifference to all 
concerned, not offering an 
apology or an acknowledg¬ 
ment of the abuse, opting 
instead to pay for silence." 


Hayes. w f ho grew up in 
Watkins Glen, said the 
church "must suffer the chil¬ 
dren whose lives it ruined, 
suffer the pain they bear into 
old age. and suffer, too. the 
consequences of its igno¬ 
rance" 

SeeABlSE/UA 


Editor’s note 

Last month. John Hayes 
approached Star-Gazette 
reporter Jennifer Kingsley 
with his story of being 
abused by a Catholic pnest 
when he was a child 

Hayes said he came 
forward now to help with 
his healing process and 
the healing of others. His 
story and the story of his 
abuser. John Gormley, 
are told here for the first 
time as the Star-Gazette 
examines the local 
impact of what has 
become a national crisis 
in the Catholic Church. 

A child model posed 
for the photo illustration 
that accompanies these 
stories. 

WO encourage you to 
talk to your children about 
these stories; a column 
by psychologist Dr. 

Rachel Bryant on Page 
10A offers advice on how 
to answer questions your 
children might have. 

Inside 

■ Decades of anguish 
for priest/10A 

■ Rachel Bryant: Giving 
honest answers/lOA 

■ Letter of apology/lOA 

■ Editor's Corner/12A 

‘This is a secret, 
that's what he 
told me. A secret 
between (Gorm¬ 
ley). God and 
me. So I didn’t 
tell anyone." 

John Hayes 









AbllSG: Confronting memories 
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"I thought what was going an was John Hayes was 9 years old whan he was sexually abused by a 
an unbelievably bizarre, almost sur- Catholic priest In 1966. In 1993, the Oocese of Rochester and the 
real thing having todo with being an priest who abused him agreed to pay Hayes $70,000. 
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secret, that» what he told me. A n^m, about the sexual abuse and not the case We know It has to be 

secret between (Gormley), God and he repressed the memories for dealt with differently' 
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Rochester Diocese said officials are 

A trip to confessional Priest seeks counseling trying to learn signs to be alert to 
follows abuse leaves church 


“If the Catholic Church 
had been a little more 
stringent at the time, things 
would not have snow¬ 
balled the way they have” 

Elizabeth Hayes, 
John Hayes moth*' 
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9 Sins of secrecy 

Decades of sadness and pain for former priest 



■ Struggling for years to control 
his behavior toward young boys. 


BUKDETT The former Catholic finest who admit 
ted to molesting John Hayes In 1966 and other boys in 
the 1980s and 1960s said he has struggled far awe than 
30 yean to deal with his compulsive behavirr 
"Mv life has been filled with ramose. regret and sor¬ 
row because of the damage, hurt and confusion ui oth¬ 
ers resulting from my behavior years ago,” said John 
Gsrmley. 69. who now lives in Burdett lam also sad 
tlened and personally burdened by the way the church 
handled this 
problem In the 


Oormley even¬ 
tually left the 
priesthood and 
the Catholic 


Gormley’s pastoral 


■ Jane 1959 - Holy 


■ June 1982 - SL Mary's 
Church. Coming 

■ June 1985 - 91. Marysof 
the Lake, Waltons Qian 

■ June 1986 - St John 
Evangelist. Clyde 

■ June 1987 - Rural out- 
rsach program. Qalilaa Housa, 
serving Tioga and Tompkins 


grants Gorrr ley a leave of 
■ Juna 1971 - OormSsy is 


he has worked 
more than 30 
years in therapy 
to help his recov¬ 
ery far his sexual 
campulsivtty 
"I found help in 


fa what I learned 
was an addictive 
and compulsive 
psychosexual 


quence rf various 
contributing fac 
tirssnmetrarlng 
luck to my child¬ 
hood ” 

Oormley said 
the behavior 
stopped many 


to deal with bouts of depression and thoughts of suicide 
I've had many. many suicidal thoughts, but never an 
attvtnpt. during the worst parts if my despair ” Gann 
ley said 

He said he recognized early in his pastoral career that 
he had a sexual attraction to underage boys 

Knowing he was unfit 

Oormley said that in 1967. two years before he was to 
be oxl,lined. lie consulted with the spiritual director at 
St Bernard's Seminary m Rochester because he feared 
he was unfit for the priesthood An incident occurred 
with an adolescent boy and Gormley said he wanted 
help to control his sexual compulsivity 
Instead. Gormley said, he was told that his problem 
required prayer and spiritual discipline, but that it was 
n't a barrier to keep him from being odalned 
In 1959. when he was 26. Gormley was ordained and 
assigned to Holy Redeemer Church m Rtrhester, where 
Gormley said inappropriate sexual activity happened 


Gormley said that after each incident he would take 
the boy to confession with him because he was desper 
_ ate for help from the diocese and distraught over his 


! In 1962. his last year in Rochester, Gomley said. "A 
! priest Anally asked if I would like some help fnan out 
! side the rectory ' 

; Gormley said he was relieved that his problem was 
J being recognized. 

; Later that year, Gormley was assigned to St. Mary s 
; in Corning where he was an associate pastor On his 
; own initiative. Gormley sought counseling Atm a psy- 
• chiatrist in Binghamton to control his sexual and psy 
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Priest’s letter of apology 


WATKINS GLEN - More than 
three decades have passed since 
John Hayes was Mxually abused 
during his altar boy training, and 
the Catholic church has never 

"Victims d the predators have 
waited a very long time for that 
simple act from the church.” said 
Hayes, who is Schuyler County's 
assistant district attorney 
One person, however, has apolo¬ 
gized John Gormley. the former 
priest who molested Hayes in 1966 
Gormley i letter arrived in the 
mail in March 1983. after a chance 
encounter with Hayes along Texas 


Hollow Road, near Odessa 
Hayes was riding in his sister's 
car. near Hayes' home when the 
pair stopped far a motorist stuck 
in the snow It was Gormley 
When Hayes recognized Gorm¬ 
ley. be refused to get out of the cm 
Hayes sister. Mary Hayes- 
O'Brten. helped Gormley instead 
Gormley wrote. "The chance 
encounter last week offers me 
the occasion to do something that I 
have not known how or when to 
do. 

"I am ashamed, and truly sorry 
far the confusion, trauma and pain 
that this has caused you over the 
yean. 1 fully understand and 
accept your reaction the other 
day.” Gormley wrote 
Gormley also wrote that m 1972 


therapeutic treatment In a psychi¬ 
atric center in Hartford. Cain., in 
order to ‘deal with the pathology 
that gave rise to the behavior 
which was both sick and crimi¬ 
nal” 

In the letter. Gormley referred 
to the sexual abuse as a "gross vln 
lation of (Hayes') privacy, inao 
centre goodness and parents' 
trust” 

"I will carry the burden of my 
regret and shame to the grave 
Gormley wrote I hope that this 
acknowledgment may serve to 
separate each of us more fully 
from the past and bom each other 
and help io bring some additional 
meaaure of healing and peace to 
both (fur” 


“It was like friendships that became 
inappropriately sexualized. There wasn’t 
a rape, just inappropriate touching" 

Former pnesi John Gormley 


chologlcal difficulties. 

Gormley spent four years in Caning and during bis 
last veer, his behavior was no longer a secret. Gamlet 
Mid there was a dtecuaskn with the senior pasta about 
hts compulsion The senia pasta sent Gormley back to 


J told the diocese that I was seeing a psychiatrist in 
Binghamton and that I wanted to caitmue seeing that 
psychiatrist.” Gormley said -That's when I was 
assigned to Watkins Glen" 

It was in Watkins Glen that Gormley met Carroll and 
Elizabeth Hayes. 

Breaking a family's trust 

The Hayes family often entertained members of the 
clergy in their home, including Gormley That's ato 
where an inappropriate relationship began between 
Gormley and their 9-year-aid son. John Hayes 

"John was the youngest boy I had a relatioiship 
with.” Gormley said. "I've always fell terrible about 
Utal' 

Gormley said his relationships were usually with 
teen age boys. Gormley was training John Hayes to be 
an altar boy 

During the next few years. Gormley said, he coitln 
ued to struggle with his behavior, cflen seeking absolu 


In 1966. Gormley moved to St John Evangelist in 
Clyde, and later opted fa a rural ministry outreach 
called Galilee House, which served Tioga and Tompkins 
counties 

Gormley said feelings d deep remorse and suicidal 
thoughts consumed hts life In I96P the dton-se granted 
Gormley a leave <tf absence 

“It was during that penal 1 continued the search fa 
help.” said Gormley . naing that be lived outside the dirv 
cese at that time 

Two years later. Gormley was allowed to leave the 
priesthood 

“I was penniless waking as a waiter.” Gormley said 
“The only education I had was from Ihe seminary 

Thai same year. 1971. Gormley met and married his 
wife He said he told her about his pest and she enenur 
aged Gomley to check himself into a residential treat 
ment center in Hartford. Conn He stayed there fa 


Through the years. Gormley has operated his own 
business and held teaching positions, mutt recently ns 
an adjunct professor in the continuing education 
department at Elmira College, where he taught sues> 
management. Interpersonal relations and alcohol and 


He resigned from Elmira College last month when his 
past was brought to the attention cf the administrates! 

“They didn’t ask fa my resignation." Gomley said 
about Elmira College's administrative panel "I dieted 
It so they wouldn't have to ask." 

Finding a way to heal 

”1 have waked over 30 years In ongoing therapy to 
achieve and lhau maintain recover, Gormley said. ”1 
have tried to work fa reconciliation with those 
involved whenever possible, made amends the best I 
could, respected confidentiality and sought ways to 
contribute productively to society 

Gormley said the support and love d his wife, family 
friends and colleagues, and the help d mental health 
professionals helped make his recovery possible 

"1 thank them fa that.” hr said 

Gormley said he understands that having adults dls 
ckM they were abused as children or adolescents, and 
even confront thetr abusers, helps the healing process, 
and should be encouraged 

”1 hope that I can contribute to the healing process 
and to And lasting solutions to this serious problem 
with honesty, openness and compassion fa all 
invdved.” Gormley said. 

He hopes that by telling hts ode d the story, "that we 
ran all learn to wok together to provide help and healing 
to all others so affected and so afflicted and to find solu 
tions to this serious problem In an atmosphere d reem 
dilation and canpassioi rather than d abenatioi 
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